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Super star “Baby Face" on 
stage for Aruba’s Soul 
Beach Festival May 24th 



Venezuelan opposition 
rejects dialogue with 
government 


Singer, composer producer 
and i 0 times Grammy Award 
wi nner 3 K s nn eth Ll B aby 
Face" Edmonds is expected 
to perform in this year’s 
Aruba Soul Beach Music 
F estival 

"Baby Face' is a multifac¬ 
eted artist with different tal¬ 
ents recognized by different 
Grammy s During the 9 G ’ s lie 
wrote and produced works 
far, among others. Madonna. 
Bobby Brown, Boys II Men, 
Whitney Houston and Enc 
Clapton His musical career 
did not stop there In 1939 he 
produced his own album... 
Tender Love, which won him 
double platinum. He then 
produced 'For the CddI m 
You' with the top 5 hit: 


“When Can I See you 
Again.” 

In Aruba, Ins fans can ex¬ 
pect a spectacular show. 
Everyone will enjoy his ro¬ 
mantic hits. Aruba is de¬ 
lighted to welcome "Baby 
Face” ta our One Happy Is¬ 
land 

His shows are also among 
the best attended internation¬ 
ally in the Caribbean region. 
His presentation will be on 
Saturday 24th of May Tins 
show is expected to be sim¬ 
ply fantastic! 

Last D ecemb er" : B aby face 
produced an almbum to¬ 
gether with the famous Tom 
Braxton titled: “Love, Mar¬ 
riage & Divorce 

Executive Producer far 


Soul Beach Productions, in¬ 
dicated that "we are very 
pleased to have artists who 
have scored hits after hits and 
who brows howto entertain 
their fans...one of whom is 
super star Kenny “'Baby 
Face” Edmonds He is the 
primary artist of the Saul 
Beach Music Festival this 
year.” According to Adkins, 
the combination of “Baby 
Face's" music and Aruba as a 
destination will make this 
event a unique experience 
never to be forgotten far 
those who attend tins festival. 

Robin Tin eke is expected 
to perform on Sunday the 
25 th of May. Tins event is part 
of the 14th edition of the Soul 
Beach Music Festival to take 
place here from May 21st to 
26th, 2D 14 Tickets will go on 
sale at the end of March. For 
more information check the 
website, www.soulbeach.net. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
United States on Wednesday 
warned Russia against any 
military intervention in 
Ukraine as it. revealed it w r as 
drawing up an economic aid 
package including $1 billion 
in loan guarantees. 

But US Secretary of State 
John Kerry also insisted 
Washington was not looking 
for a confrontation with 


CARACAS (AFP) 
Venezuela's opposition re¬ 
fused Wednesday to take part 
in talks that were called by 
the government in a bid ta 
halt three weeks of protests 
that have left 14 dead. 

"We will not lend our¬ 
selves to a sham dialogue 
that would end m a mockery 
of our compatriots," the op¬ 
position coalition MUD said 
m a letter to Vice President 
Jorge Arreaza. 

President Nicolas Madura 
had called a "national peace 
conference" for later in the 
day, but so far only the coun¬ 
try's leading business federa¬ 
tion and Venezuela's Roman 
Catholic church have con¬ 
firmed they would attend 

The opposition's main 
leader Hennque Capnles had 
earlier said he would not at¬ 
tend, dismissing the talks as 
a government photo op. 


Moscow amid the political 
upheaval in the former Soviet 
satellite. 

"A lot of people are look¬ 
ing at tins and trying to define 
tins m the context of the Cold 
War, the old fights. But 1 want 
to underscore to everybody 
that this is not 'Rocky 4 . It is 
not a zero-sum game, 1 ' Kerry 
told a small group of re¬ 
porters, including AFP 


MUD, an umbrella group 
that includes most opposition 
parties said the government 
was responsible far the cur¬ 
rent crisis 

And it accused of 'exces¬ 
sive repression that has in¬ 
cluded the participation of 
armed civilians convened by 
the authorities * 

Gil-rich but deeply divided 
Venezuela has been swept by 
student-led protests since Feb¬ 
ruary 4, posing the greatest 
challenge yet to Madura's 11 - 
month-old" government. 

Madura lias sought to 
deepen the socialist, anti- 
American policies of Ins 
charismatic predecessor and 
mentor, the late Hugo Chavez. 

But public anger over 
shortages of food and other 
basics, soaring inflation and 
rampant crime has served as 
kindling for street violence 


"We have only one inter¬ 
est and that is for the people 
of Ukraine to be able to make 
their choice, and to choose 
the path that they want to go 
dawn and for the rest of us to 
respect, that path." 

The European Union was 
also looking at offering $1.5 
billion in loan guarantees to 
the farmer Soviet satellite, he 
said. 


Cunt on pgG 

IIS to guarantee $1 bn loan for Ukraine 
warns Moscow 
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NOW Serving 
Breakfast 
lunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week. 


"All you can eat 
pancakes 
16.99 



- 2Eggs& Toast 
14.99 



Across from Radisson He; 

The HiRise Hotel District 


elivery fo most 
tots & beaches" 


Unlimited 
Refills - $0.79 



5 Burgers Aruba 



Burgers, Fries.. A More! 
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Loyal Visitors honored at 
Marriott Surf Club by 
Aruba Tourism Authority 


Thursday, February 27, 2014 






Cultural Dance Show by a focal done? 
group on main stage 


Acrobatic Show on mam stage 


THURSDAY AT 8:00 PM 


MONDAY AT 8:00 PM 






JTf * - - ,_ 

WALTZING WATER SHOW 


EVERY NIGHT AT 


Steel Pan MusicLive on main stage 

730 pm 830 pm 9.30 pm 1030 pm 


FRiDAY AT 7:00 PM 


facebook.com/paseoherenda • www.paseoherencia.com 


Fiiwf us (Hi 

Facebook 




Reality of San Nicolas becoming 
the second tourism capital and 
center of culture of our island 

getting closer 


Recently the Aruba Tourism 
Authority had the great pleas¬ 
ure of honoring a very loyal 
and friendly Distinguished 
Visitors of Arub a 

The honor ees are: 

Mrs. Barbara Dupont 
resident of New Hampshire 
honored as Distinguished 
Visitor 

Mr. Pete E c on cun ou resi¬ 
dent of E ay side New York 
honored as Distinguished 
Visitor 

Mr. David G. and Char¬ 
lene K. New storm resident 
o f Willi am sb urg Vi rgmi a 
honored as Distinguished 
Visitors. 


The symbolic honorary 
title is presented m the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation tD 
guests who visit Aruba for 10 
to 2G years consecutive years 
The main reasons why 
they keep coming back tD 
Aruba are the friendly peo¬ 
ple, the beaches, the beautiful 
weather, and the local food 
The certificate was pre¬ 
sented by Ms. Darlme S. de 
Cub a repre s enting Arub a 
Tourism Authority and Mrs 
Jenny Boekhoudt Executive 
Secretary and Mario v/d Werf 
Ldss Prevention Supervisor 
of Marriott Hotel Surf Club 


ORANJESTAD - Next week 
an Aruban delegation is off to 
New Orleans where they will 
hold difsrent. meetings m the 
context of the vision of the 
government to make San 
Nicolas Aruba’s second 
tourism capital. The intention 
is to also make San Nicolas 
the second cultural center of 
Aruba 

Sue Ann Lee, advisor to 
the Mirnser of Tourism, indi¬ 
cated that the process begsffi 
back in September of last 
year when Ministers Oduber 
and de Mesa invited various 
local investors to see a pre¬ 
sent ai on of the vision for the 
mam street of San Nicolas, 
and to explore converting it 
into a Carrubian Street. 

The intention is for tins 
main street to become one of 
entertainment with different 


restaurants, souvenir shops, 
activities and much more to 
revive San Nicolas, which is 
the primary objective 

From tins the idea of 
going to New Orleans with 
our local investors was bom. 

They would like to see 
ha w N ew Oil eans di d it. N ew 
Orl e ans, r ep ort e dly, has 
much similarity to San Nico¬ 
las. 

Tins first phase will be to 
get investors on the same 
wave length as the govern¬ 
ment. Hie tup to New Orleans 
is planned for March tith to 
9th The Ministers will meet 
with, among others, the 
Mayor of New Orleans to 
renew the Sister City Agree¬ 
ment be ween Arub a and N ew 
Orleans They also intend to 
exchange knowledge on dif¬ 
ferent areas of mutual interest. 


A meeting is also planned 
with the French Quarter Mer¬ 
chant Association and with 
the Tourism Board of the city, 
and with the Vieux Carre 
Commission. Tbs will en¬ 
able the Aruba delegation to 
get an explanation of how the 
process was and the potential 
which exists for tins new 
product for Aruba. 

Ten local investors will be 
traveling with the delegation, 
among them, bankers, Carub- 
bian Foundation and a few 
private investors from the 
real estate sector, food and 
beverage and from the retail 
industry. 

After tins mission the gov¬ 
ernment hopes that there will 
be some concrete commit¬ 
ments from a few investors 
far San Nicolas, 

Continued on pg 3 
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TROPIC ANA ENTERTAINMENT CASINOS | TSOPICAN ACaSINO&.CDIYI 


MOOT BLEU 


T BOP 
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J.E. IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 248 
Aruba, Dutch Caribbean, 
troparu ba.com 


LADIES NIGHT 

THURSDAYS AT 7PM 


FREE CHAMPAGNE! FREE MANICURES! 


JOIN US IN OUR FREE BLACK JACK TOURNAMENT WITH 

*300 IN TOTAL CASH PRIZES. 

REGISTRATION 6PM | BLACK JACK TOURNAMENT STARTS AT 8PM 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 3SOME FEATURING OFO ESCUDERO 
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A view from a 20 feet bridge above L.G. Smith Boulevard: 

Renaissance Aruba Resort & Casino offers an impressive view 
to enjoy Carnival 60 



ORANJESTAD - February - 
Renaissance Aruba Fussort & 
Casino together with GM Af¬ 
fairs is celebrating the 6Dth 
anniversary of the Aruban 
Carnival, in style. For the 
first time a bridge will be 
constructed to offer interna¬ 
tional visitors, guests and 
local public an impressive 
view of the Arub an Carnival. 


Ll 6G year anniversary of our 
Carnival should be celebrated 
in a great way; we want to 
offer our guests a different 
way to experience aur pa¬ 
rades. Tins 'deck’ will offer a 
helicopter view that will 
make the experience of dui 
parades really memorable” 
this according to Zugheila 
Lmdeborg, marketing execu¬ 


tive for Renaissance Aruba 
E.esort & Casino. 

The Renaissance Aruba 
Presort & Casino deck will be 
located above all the action 
of the grand parade in Gran- 
jestad. Those whom are part 
of the carnival p arade {partic¬ 
ipants} will march under¬ 
neath the bridge at the same 
time giving the guest an out¬ 
standing view from above! 

In order to accommodate 
every one Renais s ance Arub a 
R.esort & Casino will offer a 
RLIFE LIVE p ackage which 
includes entrance tickets to 
the VIP deck for Sunday 
March 2nd at a cost of $100 
p er p erson, b ev erag e to k en s 
and live performances of 
DJ’s; SMB, Mesquttas and 
Myron Kelly Those who buy 
their entrance for the VIP 
deck will be 20 feet above the 


■ai 



ualitH^A ^ltK irt mcwtw 

73 Fully furnished apts, Kitchen / Airco i Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library I Swimming Pool I Laundry i Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feet free to contact or visit us. 
Mon -Frt: flam-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5piin 


697 / 583-7484 Fax; 583*5203 


E-mail: qua I ity® seta met. aw - Website: www.arubaqLjaIttyapartmcnts.CDin 



L.G. Smith Boulevard. Tins 
will definitely provide an un- 
f o rgett ab 1 e exp en en c e of 
Camival 6 Q. Tho s e who m are 


interested in VIP tickets can 
email at. sales^arubarsnais- 
s an ce. ca m. Adnu ssi on l s lim¬ 
ited, so don't delay! 


Reality of San Nicolas ... 

Cont. from pg 1 

Tliere are fiscal incentives m place for San Nicolas, mak¬ 
ing it attractive far business They hope to see 4 or 5 invest¬ 
ments m San Nicolas this year yet. 

According to Sue Ann Lee, the government has made size- 
abl e investm ents in the in frastru cture of 5 an Ni co 1 as For ex- 
ampie, they have begun improving the Baby Beach, created 
a tourism office, museum and other facilities. Slowly they 
have brought more life to the area and business to San Nico¬ 
las. According to Sue Ami Lee, the intention is not to create 
entertainment just for night time, but activitiess far the entire 
day: shops, ait and culture for the entire family and other ac¬ 
tivities to bring stability, economy and jobs to the area San 
Nicolas ought to evolve into the second tourism city d£ Aruba 
and a center of culture for our isl and 



The first boutique just for kids 
Located in the Ritz-Carlton Aruba 
Open daily from 11 am to 8 pm 
Sundays from noon to 8pm 
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Lunch Buffet 

Saturday* Sunday 

12:00-3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 


Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba * Tel: 5860944 



-C&riiBcaLf c-T Ex-lu£%huc-l- 

Wll IMSfiKR 


©aoo q 
Local Cuisin 

icwed January 14 , 2014 


Awesome 

bt i^.icv.-cd 


d Friendly S 
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^ www.thequeensaruqa 

Palm Beach Plaza ( 2 nd floor) 
Tel. 586-0606 / 736-3262 


com 


As one of Carnival’s major sponsors 

Aruba Bank was greatly involved in last 

weekend's activities 



ORANJESTAD — Aruba ever-present during last 
Rank, as one of Carnival's weekend's activities, partner- 
most important sponsors was mg with the Aruba Carnival 





Foundation to produce and 
present the Reina Grandi 
queen election where Aruba's 
Carnival Queen 60 was 
crowned. The bank was also 
involved in the presentation 
of the spectacular Lighting 
Parade m Oranjestad an Sat¬ 
urday mght, and in the color¬ 
ful, unforgettable Grand 
Annual Children's Parade in 
Oranjestad on Sunday 

Dun ng F n day m ght' s 
Reina Grandi queen election, 
the bank's Marketing & Pub- 
11 c Rel ati on s M an a ger, 
Shanoulle Bikker, served as 
jury member, representatmg 
of the bank. As such she en¬ 
joyed the honor of crowning 
Reina Cultural di Fhilipinas, 
the Cultural Queen represen- 
tive the Philhpme community 
here The bank's heartfelt 
congratulations were ex¬ 
tended to Reina di Cam aval 
60, the island's ultimate Car¬ 
nival royalty Zunali Flem¬ 


ming, and her first, runner 
up Ziaziane GDeice, rep¬ 
resenting the T.O.E Car¬ 
nival group, and second 
runner up Thaina Lacle, 
representing the Univer¬ 
sity di Aruba. Congratula¬ 
tions are also due to all 
participants who con¬ 
tributed so generously to 
the success d! Aruba's 
Carnival activities last 
weekend. 

Gn Saturday during 
the Lighting Parade and 
an Sunday during the 
Grand Annual Chilrdren's 
Parade, Aruba Bank as 
mam sponsor enjoyed the 
pleasure and the honor of 
starting the parade host¬ 
ing actors and actresses of 
the Ballet of Veilevision. 


as the opening act for the fes¬ 
tivity 

With the World Cup in 
Brazil underway and in view 
o f the fact that Aruba E ank is 
the sponsor d£ the game 
transmissions onTeleAruba, 
the bank invited Fuleco, the 
FIFA World Cup mascot to 
participate m the Grand An¬ 
nual Children's Parade in 
Cranj e sta d. Arub a B ank a! s o 
sponsored BMW's band per¬ 
formance during the Last Lap 
of this year's Carnival pa¬ 
rades 

As Aruba's biggest Cul¬ 
tural m am fe st ati o n Arub a 
Bank is proud to serve the 
community and contribute to 
the growth and further devel¬ 
opment of the island's most 
p o pul ar cel eb rati o n 


Car naval Schedule 


WED. FEB. 26 

S :00p.m. International Cdh- 
c eit - Window to the Wodd 

Caribbean Night 

THU. FEB. 27 

8 :fl Q 1.1 .in, Para da rli T M-? 


SAT. MARCH 1 
JouvertMorning - SanNicolas - 
3 a.m. 

San Nicolas Grand Carnival Parade - 
il am 


SUN. MARCH - 2 
Aruba’s Grand CamvalParade - Oran¬ 
jestad - 10 am 
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Come & join us! 

Real action.,.real winners! 

Tuesdays 

Double Points Slots from 10:00 AM to Midnight. 
Thursdays 

£500 Spin & Win from 8:30 PM to Midnight, 

Thursday February 27,2014 

Triple Points Slots from 10:00 AM to Midnight. 

Fridays 

£1,2000 Bliickjudk Tournament from 5:00 PM to- 8:00 PM. 
Friday February 28, 2014 

SI,000 Slot Tournament from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 
Sundays 

S250 Spin & Win Progressive from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 
Cash Prizes 


HYATT 

REGENCY' 


Foi mors iriornaliop. pleas* contact our Players Atfvantap Ciu6 ai 56(5123* am. 4.503 


ATA to ensure that Aruba’s Diamond Carnival 
celebration reaches the entire world 




□RANJESTAD - Aruba 
Tourism Authority (ATA) is 
very pleased with the great 
interest from the international 
press for Aruba's Diamond 
Cannual Celebration " 

The majority of the inter¬ 
national press will be sta¬ 
tioned on a stage in front of 
the man ATA office, which is 
located below the Talk of the 
Town Hotel, There will be a 
large banner in front of the 
stage to identify this spot. 
The stage was especially 
erected to accommodate the 
international press. There are 
press crews expected from 
the USA Holland, Scandi- 
nova, Suriname, Canada, Cu¬ 
racao, Bonaire, Colombia 
and Venezuela 

ATA appeals to the 
Aruban community and ail 
p articip ants in the p arade and 
musical bands to ''show our 
best face and dance.” 

Make Aruba proud! 

Tliey requests musical 
bands to salute the interna¬ 
tional press people with a 
warm wekcoms, bienvemdo. 


welkom to Aruba 

A balanced program, in 
addition to Carnival, has 
been prepared for the press so 
they can get acquainted with 
Aruba as a tourism destina¬ 
tion. A special lunchhas been 
prepared for them with all 
group leaders and winning 
musi ci an s are i nvit e d wher e 
the press would have an op¬ 
portunity to chat with them 
There will also be a tour m 
Jeeps and the Catemaran 
They will also attend the 
Lighting Parade in San Nico¬ 


las and Jouvert. Morning 

Aruba exp ects to welcome 
some 30 international press 
crews, among them, 4 televi¬ 
sion and written press, maga¬ 
zines and online publications. 
All press members will reside 
at The Mill Resort and Talk of 
the Town during their stay on 
the island 

ATA is gratefrd to the en¬ 
tire community and all Carni¬ 
val participants for their 
cooperation in making this 
Carnival a success for Aruba 
as a tourism destination. 
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Venezuelan opposition 
rejects dialogue... 


Cont. from pg 1 

Madura has responded to the 
street protests with force, ar¬ 
resting scores of demonstra¬ 
tors as well as a prominent 
opposition leader, Leopoldo 
Lopez 

"The government talks of 
dialogue, it talks of peace, 
but it's only an empt 1 / ap¬ 
peal to go to tli e Miraflores 
palace to have a picture 
taken,"' Capiiles said m a 
radio interview. 

Sporadic dashes 
overnight - 

Caracas was calm 
Wednesday morning after a 
night of occasional dashes in 
the capital 

But the apposition and the 
government staged separate 
marches, in a vivid display of 
the polarization roiling a 
country with the world's 
largest oil reserves 

Several thousand women 
dressed in white marched 
through tlie city to a military 
barracks to demand "an end 
to the repression and vio¬ 
lence by the security bodies " 

"We know that it's the 
Cubans, an invading army, 
who are giving the orders," 
said a document the women 
planned to deliver at the bar- 
r ack s " Don't I et them." 

Lopez's wife, Lilian Tin- 
ton, led the march with oppo¬ 
sition deputy Maria Gonna 
Machado 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
g a v emm ent supp o rters 

marched toward the presi¬ 
dential palace to rally for 
"peace 11 and against what 
Madura insists is an opposi¬ 
tion "coup d'etat." 

In Rome, Pope Francis ap¬ 
pealed for r e ca ncili ation, c all - 
mg for "mutual forgiveness 
and a sincere dialogue, re¬ 
spectful of truth and justice." 

"I sincerely hope that vio¬ 
lence and hostility will cease as 
soon as possible, and that the 
whole Venezuelan people, be¬ 
ginning with political leaders 
and institutions, will endeavor 
to promote reconciliation," the 
Argentine pope said. 

The Organization of 
American States scheduled a 
special session of its perma¬ 
nent council for Thursday to 
consider a request by Panama 
for a foreign ministers' meet¬ 
ing Dn the crisis 

"We're prepared to have a 
change in this relationship, 
this tension between Dur 
countries has gone on for too 
long in our view," US Secre¬ 


tary of State John Kerry said 
Wednesday. 

"But we are not going to 
sit around and be blamed for 
things we have never done," 
he added. 

On Tuesday, the United 
States announced it would 
expel three Venezuelan 
diplomats, a tit-for-tat re¬ 
sponse to the expulsion of 
three Americans by Caracas 
last week 

The US action came the 
same day that Madura's gov¬ 
ernment named a new am¬ 
bassador to Washington 

Ven ezu el an authori ti es 
said Wednesday they had ar¬ 
rested five intelligence 
agents for suspected ties to 
killings during protests 
against President Nicolas 
Madura's government. 

On Monday, nine people 
w r ere arrested in the same 
case including three SB BIN 
intelligence service mem¬ 
bers, and the rest police. 

"The prosecutor's office 
has detained five SEEIN of¬ 
ficials far their alleged con¬ 
nections to the deaths of 
demonstrators Bassil Da 
Costa and Juan Montoya," it 
said m a statement, noting 
that brought to 14 the number 
a f arrests m the case. 

Da Cost a was a student in¬ 
volved in the protests against 
Madura's government, while 
Montoya was part, of a pro- 
government organization. 



BOSS 

HUGO BOSS 


ErcirnasSraat #3-Plaza Margarita 
Downtown 

Hours: 9:30 EH 10 30 pen (MonThru Sail 
Phone: 97J5BB-549& 


US court orders Google to 
pull YouTube anti-Islam film 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - A 
US appeals court on Wednes¬ 
day ordered YouTube to take 
down an anti-Islamic movie 
that triggered protests in the 
Muslim world, after an ac¬ 
tress alleged she had been 
duped into appearing in it 

The 2012 appearance of 
"Innocence of Muslims" on 
Google's video-sharing site 
provoked deadly violence, 
but the current legal case 
against it relates only to the 
concerns of one of its stars 

US actress Cindy Lee 
Garcia brought a lawsuit 
claiming she was tricked into 
appearing in the him, without 
realizing its provocative anti- 
Muslim slant, and has re¬ 
ceived death threats as a 
result of it. 

A lower court refused to 


grant an injunction forcing 
Google to remove the film 
while her case goes forward, 
but on Wednesday the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
overturned that decision 

Judge Alex Kozmski said: 
"While answering a casting 
call for a low-budget amateur 
him doesn't often lead to 
stardom, it also rarely turns 
an aspiring actress into the 
subj ect o f a fatwa. 

"But that’s exactly what 
happened to Cindy Lee Gar¬ 
cia when she agreed to act," 
he wrote in the 37-page rul¬ 
ing 

He ruled that Garcia had 
established she could suffer 
"irreparable harm" if the him 
was not taken down "because 
she was subject to death 
threats." 


US Judge strikes down Texas 
gay marriage ban 

CHICAGO (AFP) - A US federal judge struck dawn a gay 
marriage b an in the state of Texas on Wednesday in the latest 
court ruling So find such prohibitions unconstitutional. 

But wedding bells will not sdou be ringing for gay couples 
in the Lone Star state because the judges stayed execution of 
his injunction pending an expected appeal. 

Judge Orlando Garcia ruled the ban had no rational relation¬ 
ship to a legitimate government purpose" and violated the 
constitutional guarantee of equal protection under the law. 
"Equal protection is at the heart of dut legal system and is 
essential for the existence of a free society," Garcia wrote in 
a 43-page opinion 

Texas Governor Rick Perry was quick to denounce the deci¬ 
sion and vowed to "hght for the rights of Texas to self-de- 
termine the laws of our state ' 

"Texans spoke loud and clear by overwhelmingly voting to 
define marnage as a union between a man and a woman in 
our Constitution, and it is not the role of the federal govern¬ 
ment to overturn the will of our citizens," he said. 

The decision comes as the state of Michigan is in court de¬ 
fending its gay marriage ban. 

Federal judges in Virginia, Utah, Oklahoma, Ohio and Ken¬ 
tucky have recently ruled in favor of marriage for lesbian and 
gay couples, as has the New r Mexico Supreme Court 
The rulings follow a landmark Supreme Court decision in 
June finding that couples in same-sex manages were entitl ed 
to the same benefits and protections as their heterosexual 
counterparts 
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California couple strike gold 
with treasure trove find 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - A 
California couple out 
walking their dog struck 
it rich by unearthing a 
horde of buried gold 
coins, worth more than 
SID million according to 
experts. The so-called 
Saddle Ridge find is be¬ 
lieved to be the most 
valuable treasure trove 
ever discovered in the 
United States, according 
to Kagin's Inc, which spe¬ 
cializes in ancient gold 
coins. The couple, named only as John and Mary, spot¬ 
ted a partially buried can jutting out of the ground - and 
after further digging found seven more, with more than 
1,400 gold coins. "This family literally found the pot of 
gold at the end of the rainbow," said company boss Don¬ 
ald Kagin, adding that most of the coins date from the 
late 19th century. What's really significant about this 
find... is that unlike other hoards and treasures, this one 
includes a great variety of dates, many of which are in 
pristine condition," he added. The Saddle Ridge Treas¬ 
ure is nam ed after a feature on the couple's property in 
an area of northern California known for buried treasure 
since the Gold Rush in the 19th century. "Our finances 
won't have to dictate so many of our day-to-day deci¬ 
sions... The answer to our difficulties was light there 
under our feet for years. Don't be above bending over to 
check on a rusty canE" 
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LONDON (AFF) - A Muslim 
extremist convicted of hack¬ 
ing British soldier Lee Rigby 
to death on a London street 
was ordered Wednesday to 
spend the rest of his life be¬ 
hind bars, while his fellow 
killer was jailed for a mini¬ 
mum of 45 years. 

Michael Adebolajo, 29, 
who received the whole-life 
term, and Michael Ade- 
b a wale, 22* were dragged 
from the dock at the Old Bai¬ 
ley court m London after they 
started screaming at the judge 
during the sentencing. 

The Muslim converts were 
were found guilty in Decem¬ 
ber of ploughing into Rigby 
with a car before attacking 
him with knives and a meat 
cleaver in bra ad daylight out¬ 
side his barracks in Wool¬ 
wich, southeast London, in 
May 2D 13. 

Minutes before judge Nigel 
Sweeney passed sentence, 
Adebolajo started shouting 
"Allahu akbar" and Ade- 
bowale called out "that's a 
lie" in response to claims that 
they had been radicalised. 

They then scuffled with 
guards before being carried 
down to the holding cells. 

Sweeney said the pair's be¬ 
haviour on the Woolwich 


streets was "sickening and 
pitiless". 

Wednesday’s sentencing 
had been delayed for several 
weeks because the judge 
wanted cl an ft cation on a Eu¬ 
ropean ruling tliat made it un¬ 
certain whether whole-life 
jail terms could still be im¬ 
posed. 

England's Court of Appeal 
upheld the right to do so an 
February IS. 


NASA cries planetary 'bonanza' with 715 
new worlds 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
NASA on Wednesday an¬ 
nounced a torrent Df new 
planet discoveries* hailing a 
“bonanza" of 715 worlds now 
known outside the solar sys¬ 
tem thanks to the Kepler space 
telescope's planet-hunting mis¬ 
sion. 

Anew method for verifying 
p Dtential planets 1 e d to th e vo 1 - 
lime of new discoveries from 
Kepler, winch aims to help hu¬ 
mans search far other worlds 
that may be like Earth 

" What we have been able to 
do until this is strike the 
mother lode, get a veritable ex- 
aplanet bonanza,“ Jack Lis- 
sauer, a planetary scientist at 
NASA told reporters. 

"We have almost, doubled 
just today the number of plan¬ 
ets known to humanity," he 
said. 

The 715 newly verified 
planets are orbiting 3D5 differ¬ 
ent stars. 

The latest announcement 
brings the number of known 
planets to nearly 1,700 

Not much is known about 
die composition of these dis¬ 
tant planets and whether they 
would truly have the condi¬ 
tions that would support life, 
such as a rocky surface, water 
and a distance from their stars 
that leaves them neither too 
hot nor too cold. 

Four of them are potentially 
in the habitable zone of their 
stars and are about the size of 


Earth, NASA said 

Most of die new discoveries 
are in “multiple-planet sys¬ 
tems much like our own solar 
system," and 95 percent are 
between die size of Earth and 
Neptune, which is four times 
larger than our planet, said the 
CJS space agency 

Most are also very dose to 
their stars. 

"The Kepler team continues 
to amaze and excite us with 
their planet hunting results," 
said John Gmnsfeld, associate 
administrator for NASA's Sci¬ 
ence Mission Directorate 

The n ew m etho d fa r veil fy- 
mg planets relies on a statisti¬ 
cal technique that can be 
applied to multiple planets at 
once. 

Before, scientists confirmed 
e ach pi anet mdivi du ally based 
on recording the number of 
times it passed in front of its 
star' Three of these transits 
were enough to confirm a 
planet. 

The discoveries announced 
Wednesday were all initially 
detected m the first two years 
of Kepler's observations, from 
2009 to 2011, and confirmed 
with the new statistical 
method. 

The Kepler space telescope 
observes some 150,000 stars; 
more than 3,600 of which are 
presumed to be planetary can¬ 
didates. 

Until now, 961 of Kepler's 
planet candidates had been 


confirmed. 

Kepler was launched in 
March 2009, and last year lost 
the use of two of its reaction 
wheels that helped keep it pre¬ 


cisely oriented Scaled down 
plans for the telescope, called 
K2, have been drawn up and 
sub nutted id reviewers at 
NASA. 
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Overworked nurses linked to 
high er death rates 


PARIS (AFP) - Investigations 
m nine European countries 
have given statistical backing 
ta claims that patients' lives 
may be at risk when nurses are 
overworked, specialists said on 
Wednesday. 

PublishedmHie Lancet, the 
study touches on a sensitive 
topic in countries where health 
budgets are under strain. 

Researchers looked at sur¬ 
vival rates after surgery m 3 DO 
hospitals, and matched these 
against the worldoad and edu¬ 
cation of their nurses. 

They la oked at. data from the 
surg eries of more than 4 2 D, 0 D D 
patients aged over 5D who had 
common operations such as Inp 
or knee replacement, appendix 
removal or gall bladder sur¬ 
gery. 

The number of patients who 
die dm hospital within 30 days 
of admission was low; on aver¬ 
age It ranged from I 0 to 1 5 
percent depending on die coun¬ 
try. 

Within a country, though, the 
death rate varied widely ac¬ 
cording to the hospital In some 
hospitals it could be less than 
one percent, in others more 
than seven p ercent. 

Two big factors correlated 
with in ghee mortality -- a big¬ 
ger workload for nurses and a 
lower level of nurses' educa¬ 
tion. 

Each patient, added to a 
nurse's workload increased the 
risk of a patient dying by seven 
percent. Every 10 percent in¬ 



crease m bachelor's degree ed¬ 
ucated nurses was associated 
with a seven p ercent fall in this 
risk. 

"Nurse staffing cuts to save 
money might adversely affect 
patient outcomes, - said the 
paper " An increased emphasis 
on bachelor's education for 
nurses could reduce preventa¬ 
ble hospital deaths ' 

It offered tins statistical sce- 
nan o in ho spital s wh ere nurses 
cared far six patients each, and 
60 percent of them had bache¬ 
lor's degrees, the risk of patient 
death was nearly a third lower 
til an in places where nurses 
cared for eight patients and 30 
percent had a degree 

The investigation was ear¬ 
ned out m Belgium, England, 
Finland, Ireland, the Nether¬ 
lands, Norway, Spain, Sweden 
and Switzerland. 

The findings in Europe 
cl os eiy mirror a previ ou s pro b e 


m the United States, said 
Linda Aiken, a pro fessor at the 
University of Pennsylvania's 
School of Nursing, who led 
the research. 

1 Our data suggest that a safe 
level of hospital nursing staff 
mi gilt help to reduce surgical 
mortality, and challenge the 
widely-held view that nurses' 
experience is more important 
than their education" she said 
m a press release. 



Sweden slams EU for 
delay on hormone 
disrupting chemicals 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) - Swe¬ 
den threatened Wednesday to 
sue die European Commission 
over a delay in identifying 
harmful chemicalsm everyday 
products. 

The Commission was sup¬ 
posed to set criteria by Decem¬ 
ber 2013 for identifying 
endocrine disrupting chemi¬ 
cals (EDCs) in thousands of 
anti-bacterial products — found 
in items such as clothes, shoes 
and toiletries — which have 
been linked to cancers, birth 
defects and development dis¬ 
orders in children. 

“This is so serious from an 
environmental and health p er- 
spective that if it's not ready 
witliin two months we will go 
ahead and sue the C a minis- 


siDii," Sweden's Environment 
Minister Lena Ek told public 
broadcaster Svenges Radio. 

European health and envi¬ 
ronment groups campaigning 
for EU action have claimed the 
Commission is giving into 
pressure from the chemical in¬ 
dustry — insisting on an impact 
analysis before criteria -- de¬ 
spite calls from scientists for 
quick action and a decision by 
the European Parliament 

In May 2013, leading pub¬ 
lic health scientists from 
around the world presented a 
declaration to the Commis¬ 
sion, demanding strict testing 
of the chemicals and rejecting 
the EU policy that low r level 
exposure to the chemicals is 
safe. 
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Flamenco guitar legend Paco de Lucia dies 


MADRID (AFP) - Paco de 
Lucia, the Spanish guitarist 
who brought flamenco to a 
world audience, has died in 
Mexico aged 66, Ins faintly 
and officials said Wednesday. 

Bom Francisco Sanchez 
Gomez, he was credited with 
modernising the gypsy tradi¬ 
tion of Ins native Andalusia 
absorbing jazz and pop lnflu- 
encesm a decades-long career 
He died of alieait attack ac- 
cordingto the mayor's office m 
his Spanish hometown of Al- 
geciras A family statement 
said he was playing with Ins 
children on a beach at the time 
"Paco de Lucia's death turns 
Ins genius into a legend," said 
a statement by the mayor of 
Algeciras, Jose Ignacio Lan- 
daluce. 

"Although he has gone, hss 
music. Ins wonderful way of 
playing and Ins character will 
always be with us." 

Hie town called three days 
of mourning and flew flags at 
half-mast for "the greatest gui¬ 
tarist of all time". 

Bom into a humble family 
on December 21, 1947, de 
Lucia giew into a musical 
giant who blended jazz, pop 
and classical influences with 
the folk tradition of flamenco. 

He said his father, a singer 
of gypsy origin, introduced 
him to music and encouraged 
him to practise for hours 
"The gypsies are better since 
they listen to music from birth 




If I had not been barn in my 
father's house I would be no- 
body 1 don't believe in spon¬ 
taneous genius," the guitarist 
once said. 

From the age of 12 de Lucia 
was outplaying and earning at 
flamenco “tablaos" — the inti¬ 
mate bars that are home to the 
authentic form of the tragic 
gypsy lament and dancing. 

He had no formal musical 
training, but by 15 lie had 
moved to Madrid and by 13 
brought out his first album. 

It was there that he met an¬ 
other gifted teenage flamenco 
artist, the singer Camaran de 
la Isla, then just 15 and freshly 
arrived m Madrid. 

Hie two young men formed 
a legendary flamenco partner- 


slnp, touring and recording to¬ 
gether until Camaron's death in 
1992. 


in the i9SOs de Lucia also 
teamed up with guitarists John 
McLaughlin and Al di Meola 
to produce the classic album 
"Friday night in San Fran¬ 
cisco" 

He branched out into jazz 
and bossa nova, drawing the 
scorn of traditionalists 

But he claimed to stay faith¬ 
ful to his an gins, hunched 
over Ins guitar and grimacing 
with emotion as the flamenco 
"duende", or spirit, possessed 
him 

'Whatever [do my sound 
will always be flamenco --be¬ 
cause 1 am what I am,” he said. 
"Being a flamenco player is 
what gives me strength.' 

In 20D4,. de Lucia was 
awarded Spain's prestigious 


Asturias Prize for the Arts as 
the "most universal of fla¬ 
menco artists". 

"His art has made him into 
one of the best ambassadors of 
Spanish culture in the world," 
the jury said at the time. 

He had lived elsewhere in 
Spam and in Mexico and 
toured the world. 

Spam's royal family sent 
telegrams of condolence, the 
palace said. Hie country's cul¬ 
ture minister Jose Ignacio Wert 
called de Lucia 'a unique and 
unrepeatable figure" 

Reports put de Lucia's death 
m the resort city of Can cun. 
"Paco lived the life lie wanted 
and died while playing with 
his children by the sea," his 
family said in a statement 
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Wind farms can tame hurricanes: 
scientists 









Scroby Sands wind farm off the coast of Norfolk, England, 
on August 27, 2008. 


PARIS (AFP) - Huge offshore 
wind farms can protect vulner¬ 
able coastal cities against dev¬ 
astating cyclones like Katrina 
and Sandy by tempenng winds 
and ocean surges before they 
reach land, a study said 
Wednesday. 

Had such installations ex¬ 
isted at the time. Hurricane 
Katrina winch ravaged Hew 
Orleans in 2005 5 and Sandy 
which smashed the coastlines 
of Hew York and New Jersey 
in 2012, w r ould have been re¬ 
duced to strong but not devas¬ 
tating winds, it sard 

"The little turbines can fight 
back the beast," said Cristina 
Archer, an associate professor 
of Earth sciences at die Uni¬ 
versity o f D el aware. 

The study, published in the 
journal Nature Climate 
Change, is the first to demon¬ 
strate that wind farms, de¬ 
ployed on a grand scale, can 
buffer violent hurricanes, the 
researchers said 

Hie team simulated the im¬ 
pact from farms of tens of 
thousands of turbines, placed 
kil oin etre s (mil es) o ff shore 
and along the coast of cyclone- 
vulnerable cities. 

They found that turbine 
blades extracting energy from 
the wind on a very large scale 
can have a marked effect on 
the internal dynamics of a cy¬ 


clone 

"We found that when wind 
turbines are present, they slow 
down the outer rotation winds 
of a hum cane," said Mark Ja¬ 
cobson, a professor of civil 
and environmental engineer¬ 
ing at Stanford University in 
California. 

"This feeds back to decrease 
wave height, which reduces 
movement of air toward the 
centre of the hurricane, in¬ 
creasing the central pressure - 
- winch m turn slows die 
winds of the entire hurricane 
and dissipates it faster" 

In the case of Hurricane Ka¬ 
trina, sustained peak wind 
speed would have been re¬ 
duced by as much as 44 metres 
per second (153 kilometres or 
93 miles per hour). 

The storm blew maximum 
gusts, but not sustained peaks, 
of about 232 kph (175 mph), 
according to the National 
Oceanographic and Atmos - 
pheri c Admim strati on 

(NO A A), a US government 
agency. 

KatriEia's storm surge — 
weaves whipped up by die ex¬ 
ceptional winds -- would have 
abated by up to 79 percent, 
said the study 

In the case of Tropical 
Storm Sandy, the model pro¬ 
jected a drop of up to 140kph 
(S7 mph) m sustained peak 


wind speed and a 34-percent 
decrease in storm surge. 

When Sandy, at an earlier 
stage, was rated as a powerful 
Cate go ly 3 hurricane, it 
packed gusts of up to 1S 5 kph 
(115 mph). 

According to the study, the 
turbines should not be dam¬ 
aged and would continue to 
produce power during these 
events. 

By taming the leading edge 
of the storm, they would also 
dissipate tire buildup of the 
winds that followed. 

As a result, the wind speed 
would not exceed the turbines 1 
designed cutout speed -- a 
threshold that prompts tire de¬ 
vice to go into lockdown and 
feather its blades to prevent 
damage. 

Tire turbine arrays used m 
the simulation were gigantic -- 
7S.0D0 machines generating 
more than 500 gigawatts of 
electricity. 

Hus is thousands of times 
the size o f the biggest a ffshore 
wind farm in the warid today - 
- the London Array in south¬ 
eastern England, which has 
175 turbines. 

But, according to the 
study, these mega-farms would 
pay for themselves by generat¬ 
ing electricity in addition to 
providing storm protection. 

A 3 2-bn (20-mile) installa¬ 
tion off the New York coast 
would cost about $210 billion 
(153 billion euros) to build. 

By way of comparison. 
Tropical Storm Sandy inflicted 
about $30 billion (53 billion 
euros) m damage when it lut 
three states in 2012. 

The disaster spawned plans 
to build higher sea walls to 
shield New York from rising 
storm surges expected from 
climate change -- a proj ect that 
carries estimated costs of be¬ 
tween $10-29 billion but pro¬ 
duces no revenue. 


Merkel warned of German 
scientists 'brain drain' 


BERLIN (AFP) - Germany is 
grappling with a scientists' brain 
drain as many of the brightest 
academic minds are moving 
away, an expert panel warned in 
a report to Chancellor Angela 
Merkel on Wednesday. 

Some researchers return to 
Europe's top economy, but 
overall Germany is not attract¬ 
ing enough scientists of the 
same calibre as those who 
have gone abroad, die report 
said. 

Between L 996 and 2011, 
more than 23,000 active scien¬ 
tists emigrated, while around 
19,500 came to work in Ger¬ 
many. 

German scientists make up 
die biggest group of foreign re¬ 
searchers in many countries, 
including the United States, 
Switzerland, Netherlands and 
Belgium, the report said 

To counter the trend, the ex- 
perts advised the government 
to implement programmes to 
s e due e b aek 1 e admg sci end sts. 

Hiey also called for Berlin 
to push on with setting up cen¬ 
tres of excellence within the 
German university system. 

And they invited German re¬ 


search institutes to step up 
their recruitment of foreign 
staff and to make every effort 
tD keep them. 

The report welcomed the 
fact that German spending an 
research and development is at 
around its target of three per¬ 
cent of gross domestic prod¬ 
uct. 

But it noted that German 
companies were increasingly 
spending their research budg¬ 
ets overseas. 

Between 2009 and 2011, 
German companies' research 
and development expenditure 
outside of Germany jumped 
by more than 15 percent a 
year, compared to a 5.7-per- 
cent increase m Germany 

The report also criticised 
Germany's system of provid¬ 
ing support to renewable 
sources of energy which, it 
said, was a "failure" notably 
for triggering a sharp rise m 
costs. 

Berlin is currently working 
on reforming the law winch 
deals with subsidies far elec¬ 
tricity pra duction from renew¬ 
able sources, financed by a 
surcharge on consumers 


Two detained in Philippines 
in online child abuse raid 



MANILA (AFP) - Four mi¬ 
nors have been rescued and 
two suspects detained in the 
Philippines following a raid 
on an apartment where chil¬ 
dren were made to disrobe for 
Internet cameras, the judicial 
officials said Wednesday 

Hie Manila raid fallowed a 
tip-off from die United States 
Department of Homeland Se¬ 
curity, said Dante Bo no an, 
anti-human trafficking divi¬ 
sion chief of the justice depart¬ 
ment's National Bureau of 
investigation 

"Hie exploited minors were 
asked to show their sex parts 
to their clients," he told re¬ 
porters, adding that the web¬ 
site's paid subscribers were 
mostly from the United States, 
Canada and European coun¬ 
tries. 

Police say tlie Philippines is 
a key centre of the fast-grow¬ 
ing global industry that 
streams live images of chil¬ 
dren forced to commit sex acts 


for paed op lilies abroad, with 
thousands of children in the 
imp oven shed nation abused. 

Police in Britain, Australia 
and the Philippines announced 
last month that they had 
jointly dismantled a pae¬ 
dophile ring that streamed live 
sexual abuse of Filipino chil¬ 
dren as young as six over the 
web. In some cases, the vic¬ 
tims' parents were involved 

Hie international operation 
rescued 15 victims aged be¬ 
tween six and 15, while 29 
people were arrested More 
than 700 other suspects were 
being investigated, according 
to Britain's National Crime 
Agency. 

Bona an said two persons 
suspected of running the 
Manila apartment operation 
were detained, but no details 
about them were given 

The authorities also seized 
laptops, desktop computers, 
cameras, and otlier gadgets, he 
added 
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US awards Boeing $2 bn contract for spy planes 


US stocks edge higher 
ahead of Yellen testimony 


NEW YORK (AFP) - US 
sto ck s We dn es day fi m sh ed 
with modest gams as investors 
looked ahead to Today's con¬ 
gressional testimony by Fed¬ 
eral Preserve Chair Janet 
Yellen. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average advanced IS.75 
points (0.12 percent) to 
16,198 41. The broad-based 
S&P50D finished flat, up 0.04 
point at 1,345.Id, while die 
tech-rich Nasdaq Composite 
index gained 4.4S (0 10 per¬ 
cent) at 4,292.06 

Analysts said investors were 
looking ahead to Yellen'stesti¬ 
mony at a Senate panel Thurs¬ 
day following a stream of 
mostly disappointing eco¬ 
nomic data that has been 
blamed in part on unusually 
cold weather 

The S&P 500 again flirted 
with a new peak, but failed to 
clinch a record. 

" We “v e s een a very p o werfui 
rally for the S&P 500/ said 
David Levy, portfolio manager 
at Kenjol Capital Manage¬ 
ment. " What we're waiting far 
is a catalyst to drive the market 
higher. ‘ 

Levy said the day's data 
showing a big jump in new- 
home sales m January, while 
positive, was already "priced 
hi" to stocks. 


Retailer Target shot up 7.0 
percent on fiscal fourth-quarter 
net earnings of $1 50 per share 
that came in at the high end of 
the company's forecast range 
However, profit fell 45.9 per¬ 
cent from a year' ago and the 
company said 2014 earnings 
would be weighed down by 
costs relating to a giant data 
breach. 

Strong earnings and an ex¬ 
panded share buyback pro¬ 
gram from home improvement 
chain Lowes pushed its shares 
up 5.4 percent. 

EBay gained 2.1 percent as 
the online marketplace en¬ 
gaged m a fresh war of words 
with activist investor Carl 
I calm following i calm's call 
two days ago for eBay to spin 
off its PayPal subsidiary 
First Solar tumbled 9 1 per¬ 
cent on a big earnings miss 
Quarterly profits came in at £9 
cents per share, 10 cents shy of 
expectations. Revenues also 
undorp erformed 
Bond prices rose The yield 
on the 10-year US Treasmy 
fell to 2.67 percent from 2.70 
percent late Tuesday, while the 
3D-yeai declined to 3.63 per¬ 
cent from 3 .6 6 p ereent 


WASHINGTON {AFP) - The 
Pentagon has awarded Boe¬ 
ing a $2.1 billion contract to 
build 16 more F-8A maritime 
surveillance aircraft for the 
US Navy, according to de¬ 
fense officials. The long- 
range Poseidon spy plane is 
based on Boeing's 737 com¬ 
mercial airliner and the Navy 
is anxious to move ahead to 
replace its aging fleet of P-3 Orion aircraft, which have been flying for decades. The 
performance of the plane's radars and anti-submarine weapons have come under ques¬ 
tion in some Pentagon tests but the contract decision indicated officials were ready to 
press ahead. Boeing already has a major contract to modify 767 commercial airliners 
for the US Air Force's new aerial refueling tanker. Analysts say the company hopes to 
apply the same approach to future military contracts. The Navy has plans to eventually 
buy 117 of the P -8 planes to replace the P -3 aircraft. 


U.S.A. 

USD 

1.77 

1.79 

1.19 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

91,99 

199.9* 

199.29 

Canada 

CAD 

1.77 

1.79 

1.92 

Britiain 

GBP 

2. ID 

2.95 

2.92 

Switzerland 

CHF 

191.71 

192.43 

291.92 

Netherlands 

EUR 

239.59 

232.99 

249.92 

Sweden 

SEK 

25,91 

29.93 

27.92 

Denm ark 

DKK 

39.23 

39.95 

33.32 

Norway 

NOK 

39.97 

31.39 

29.9* 

Japan 

JPY 

214.99 

219.94 

175.75 


(per 10,000) 

All rales lor amounts up to AWG 100,00 per Item. 


Obama touts $300 billion 

transport plan 


ST PAUL (AFP) - President 
B-arack Obama on Wednesday 
unveiled a four year, $300 bil¬ 
lion plan to rebuild America's 
highways, bridges and rail sys¬ 
tems, hoping to defy gridlock 
in Congress to enact major re¬ 
form 

Obama's initiative marked 
Ins latest attempt to animate 
lus second term, even though 
hopes of big political change 
are already dimming as Wash¬ 
ington fixates on November's 
congressional elections 

The plan would replace a cur¬ 
rent transportation funding bill 
which expires in September 

It prioritizes infrastructure 
improvements, a goal Obama 
has pushed for years but with 
limited success amid skepti¬ 
cism among Republicans in 
Congress. 

The president traveled to the 
mid we stem state of Minnesota 
and a renovated tram depot m 
the city of St Paul winch has 
been closed for decades but 
was restored and will now 
serve as a hub for buses, fight 
raii and trains 

Obama's plan, to be detailed 
in Ins budget due to be re¬ 


leased next week, is billed as a 
way to overhaul creaking 
transportation networks and to 
support hundreds a f thousands 
of jobs. 

The president proposed 
partly funding the plan with a 
$150 billion dollar windfall 
from revamped business taxes 
m a massive overhaul of the 
US tax code 

However, few r ob servers b e- 
lieve that reform will make it. 
through Congress m mid-term 
election year, leaving the fate 
of Ins transportation initiative 
m doubt. 

His Transportation Secre¬ 
tary Anthony Foxx warned that 
Congress must start working 
with the administration on a 
new bill, or risk pushing the 
United States over a "trans¬ 
portation cliff" if funding ex¬ 
pires later this year. 

Obama's plan would replen¬ 
ish the Highway Trust Fund, 
which is used to repair and 
maintain roads and is financed 
by federal diesel and gasoline 
taxes. 

It would send money to 
other road repair projects and 
invest in fight rail and other 


systems m growing American 
cities in a bid to ease traffic 
congestion and cut commute 
times 

it would also expand a na¬ 
tional freight, program de¬ 
signed to improve business 
and manufacturing competi¬ 
tiveness using road, rail and 
ports. 

In a sign of Ins determina¬ 
tion to use his executive power 
at a tune when rival lawmakers 
are blocking most of his 
agenda. Oh am a also an¬ 
nounced $600 million to fund 
new grants to fund projects on 
road, rail and port projects 

So far mlus presidency, the 
so-called TIGER grant pro¬ 
gram has doled out $3.5 billion 
to 270 projects m all 50 states. 

The initial grants were in¬ 
cluded in a $S00 billion stim¬ 
ulus plan introduced by 
Obama in his first year in of¬ 
fice when the US economy 
teetered on the edge of a de¬ 
pression 

The stimulus is often lam¬ 
basted by Republicans as a 
massive w r aste of money --but 
Obama on Wednesday insisted 
it "actually worked — despite 
what everybody claims" 


Programs to redistribute income 
good for growth: IMF 


Current as of: 
02 / 26/2014 


Oaliy 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
International Monetary Fund 
came out Wednesday in sup¬ 
port of the fight against in¬ 
come inequality, with Fund 
economists saying income re¬ 
distribution efforts can 
strengthen economic growth 
Plunging into a debate over 
the gap between rich and poor 
that is fueling political battles 
from the United States to 
Brazil to Thailand, economists 
from tlie Fund said there is al¬ 
ready general agreement that 
inequality can fuel economic 
and political instability. 


But do policies to redistrib¬ 
ute income help or hurt 
growth? asked economists 
Jonathan Gstry, Andrew Berg 
and Chaialambos Tsang ancles 

Hie answer, they said, is a 
net gam, even if there is an ini¬ 
tial cost to an economy from 
taxes and transfers which aim 
to close an income gap. 

Tire tno cited the benefits of 
taxes on activities of the 
wealthy that could hurt an 
economy, like excessive finan¬ 
cial speculation, and payments 
to the poor to support their 
children going to school 


Much of the thinking has 
been that, even if a large 
wealth gap is bad, that the 
cures of taxes and wealth 
transfers to correct the prob¬ 
lem usually hamper growth. 

" M any argue that re di stnb u - 
tian undermines growth and 
even that efforts to redistribute 
to address high inequality are 
the source of the correlation 
between inequality and low 
growth" they said. 

“If this is right, then taxes 
and transfers may be precisely 
the wrong remedy: a cure that 
may be worse than the disease 
itself. y 

But the authors said that ex¬ 
perience across a number of 
countries has provided "re¬ 
markably little evidence" for 
that conclusion. 

Indeed, they said, "faster 
and more durable growth 
seems to have followed the as¬ 
sociated reduction in inequal¬ 
ity " 

The authors are cautious to 
avoid saying the effects of re¬ 
distribution are positive in 
every case or situation, and 
note that extreme efforts can 
have a bad outcome. 

But overall, they argue that 
redistribution programs should 
be not be excluded from policy 
out of fear they would hold 
back an economy. 
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CROSSWORD 






G 

■ 

W 3 

Ft 

1 l 



CROSSWORD 


see our website: 
www.themorn- 
ingnewsaruba.com 


1- 

s. 

9. 

12 , 


ACROSS 
Gullible ones 
Greek god of 
war 

Midsection 
muscles 
Small wedge 

13. Leaf-collecting 
tool 

14. “Who Wants to 

Millionaire 1 ’ (2 
wds.) 

15. London art 
gallery 

16. Board game 

19. Fleur-de-__ 

20. Braces' places 

21. Biblical song 
Crow's-nest 
support 
Actor 
McKellen 
Utters 

29. House {Sp.J 
33, Fox animated 
sitcom (4 
wds.) 

Robert_of 

Va. (2 wds.) 
Attention- 
getting sound 

38, Pooh’s friend 

39. Showery mas. 
Perhaps 

Tilt-a-_ 

Poor review 

Gibberish 

50. Opera singer 
54. TV’s Matlock 



£ 

3 

4 

12 

[■ 



IS 





ie 

£1 

£2 

23 






33 



34 

□e 



1 


fs 

6 

7 

S 

13 




he 





i? 


Is 

10 

11 

l-n 










124 


25 


l?7 


31 


ISO 40 


43 

44 

45 

47 



54 


H 



J 


Ui 


142 


32 


S5 


|ss 


4S 


49 


SO 


5t 


52 


S3 


SO 


r ’ : * 


24. 


26. 


27, 


36 


37. 


41, 

43, 

46. 

47. 


55. Operatic solo 

56. Sinister 

57. Newspaper 
inserts 

58. College- 
entrance tests 
(abbr.) 

59. Furry swimmer 

DOWN 

1. Speedy jet 
(abbr) 

2. “ By Jover 

3. Orchestra 
space 

4. Sniff 

5. Circle parts 

6. Pep rally 
sound 

7. Barely make 
do 

8. Religious 
groups 

9. Busy as_ (2 


wds.) 

10. Ernie’s 
roommate 

If, Beauty 
contestant’s 
banner 

17. Yawl's cousin 

19. “ Lonesome 
I Could Cry' 

(2 wds ) 

21. Toll road 

22. Take the yacht 

23. “__ of Green 

Gables" 

24. Legends 

25. Tennis great 

Arthur_ 

28. Distant 

30, Like lemon 
chiffon 

31, Nsatnlk's 
opposite 

32, Sunburn- 
soothing plant 


34, 


35 


40. 


42. 


43. 


44. 

45. 

46. 
48. 


49. 

51. 

52 

53 


Transmission 

pads 

Madame 

Bovary 

Fervent 

requests 

Chilean 

mountains 

Sheryl 

SwOo peg's 

league fabbr.) 

Did garden 

work 

Guest houses 
Black-eyed __ 
Gp. once 
headed by 
Heston 
Hold session 

_ had it!" 

Through 
Lion’s share 
plus 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Febr. 22 - Mrt. 01 


O’stad s 1 Botica del Pueblo ’ - S.N: ‘ San Nicolas ‘ 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 

Tel. 580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N, 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 am 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horatio Odtiber Hospital 

Tel .5274000 
EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 
POLICE H0QS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116,582-1604 
582-5447 
In San Nicolas 
Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 
professional taxi services 
Tel. 588-0035 
Ai Att*Hr Meetings 
Mondays $7pm 
Sabana Uber 8 Jo Noord 
Tel: 5673156 / 533893* 
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1 


2 
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4 
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5 1 
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6 
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9 



3 
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2 

7 


2 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Excellent dining, charming ambiance and a breathtaking 

view found only at La Trattoria El Faro Blanco 



-- Over twenty years ago, a 
very clever person had the 
idea of placing a cozy little 
restaurant on the tap of the 
cliff adjacent to the Califor¬ 
nia Lighthouse, offering the 
mo st stunning view of Arub a 
imaginable. La Trattoria el 
Faro Blanca took over the lo¬ 
cation some years ago, and 


the restaurant's quaint trap¬ 
pings, superb selection and 
amenable staff has made it a 
one of the island’s mast pop¬ 
ular dining spots ever since. 

Savoring the sight of a 
spectacular Aruban sunset 
and the tiered lavout of the 

wf' 

eatery also makes it the ideal 
spat for marking a special oc¬ 
casion, such as an anniver¬ 


sary or a marriage pro¬ 
posal, as well as a perfect 
venue far weddings or a 
celebratory party An ex¬ 
tensive and diverse menu 
and wine list allows those 
planning a special festivity 
will be able to devise a 
memorable event and 
management is ready and 
willing to help you stay 
within your budget. 

Many have taken note 
of tins singul ar location as 
the place to go for that 
memorable romantic 
meal, and then reservation 
staff reports a waiting list 
for the rail tables that offer 
the best unobstructed view, 
recommending reservations 
well in advance if tins is im¬ 
portant to you 

The restaurant is now 
open from early in the day far 
refreshments, and is the per¬ 
fect lunch stop while touring, 
serving from 11 00 AM to 
3:00 PM, after which visitors 
can enjoy a light snack from 


their Pizza Mini Menu until 
b: Q 0 PM when they o fficially 
open for dinner, until 11:00 
PM 

All these aspects of 
eh arming surroundings, din¬ 
ing al fresco with a breathtak¬ 
ing view 

(or m their enclosed air- 
conditioned dining room, if 
you prefer) and fine food 
makes La Trattoria El Faro 
the single dining experience 
that must not be missed be¬ 


fore departing Aruba 

Reservations can be 
made by calling 586- 0786 
or 586-0787, or via e-mail 
link at their website, 
www.aru.ba- 
latrattoria-com, where you 
can peruse their latest menu, 
as Chef Alberto is alw r ays de¬ 
vising some tasty new spe¬ 
cialty to take advantage of 
what is fresh far the season. 

Osso Buco with 



O Condominiums 

A small, exclusive boutique condo resort tailored 
to your taste 



Aruba’s most successful 
d evel o p ers a f s e cure, sup e - 
nor communities for both 
the per- manent and part 
time resident market, will 
soon break ground on what 
they consider their mast ex¬ 
clusive project to date. 
Known far Id years of un¬ 
matched quality and service, 
the Cas Ban people are 
proud to unveil their new p et 


project: O Condominiums. 
This is the same company 
which developed the inno¬ 
vative Gold Coast Villas 
community in Malm ok. 

Reno 1 ™eel for reliable 
a instruction, developers of O 
Condominiums consider the 
boutique community will be 
the “jewel in the crown" of 
the nine projects they have 
successfully completed and 


mamtam It i s a niy three st o - 
nes and twenty luxurious 
units, of which 14 will be 
ocean front, the remainder, 
ocean view. Sizes range from 
one bedroom condominiums 
with a bath and a half to 
three-bedrooms, each bed¬ 
room with its own bath, and 
an additional guest haif/bath. 
The designs include a family 
entertainment rc om that will 


be specially fitted 
with electronic and 
Internet connec¬ 
tions and outlets 
enabling a state- of- 
the- art-home the¬ 
ater. An important 
aspect of this sin¬ 
gular facility is 
owners have vari¬ 
ous options to cus¬ 
tomize kitchens 
and fixtures to their 
particular tastes 
and standards 
Each apartment 
sports an extremely 
spacious 35 square 
meter covered ter¬ 
race overlooking 
the sea Windows 
will be double- 
paned and doors 
have weather stripping to in¬ 
sure less cast an air-condi¬ 
tioning, which is integrated 
into construction. Homeown¬ 
ers will have input into the 
finishing they prefer in the 
kitchen and other rooms, tD 
customize your condo¬ 
minium to your taste. Fublic 
amenities will include an el¬ 
egant pool deck, concierge 


services, lounge area, BBQ 
station, fitness room, as¬ 
signed parking, additional 
outside storage for bicycles 
and personal items, and 34- 
hour security. A quiet, se¬ 
cluded section of Eagle 
beach is only a few steps 
from the front door. 

O Condominiums offi¬ 
cially opened the doors of 
their sales office onsite at 
Eagle Beach an December 
2 4 Interest ed p arti es c an in¬ 
spect the project in a spa¬ 
cious plot right next to the 
gourmet Screaming Eagle 
restaurant. The project is di¬ 
re irtsd towards discerning 
clients seeking a top quality 
property an Aruba in an 
ideal, tranquil, beachfront 
location. Prospective prop¬ 
erty owners will find the 
Cas Bon people enjoy an ex¬ 
ceptional reputation on 
Aruba for excellence andre- 
li ability 

Contact the sales office 
at 297-732-0000/ 297-287- 
5300 or visit their web¬ 
site: http: /;www, o- ea gieb ei 
charuba. com 
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Golf: Tiger tees off near home 
but thinking of Masters 


PALM BEACH GARDENS, 
(AFP) - World number one 
Tiger Woods makes Ins third 
start of the year today at the 
US PGA Tour Honda Classic 
near Ins home but Ins thoughts 
are already on the Masters. 

Woods, a 14-time major 
champion chasing the record 
IS major wins of Jack Nick' 
laus, will be tested by an all- 
star lineup m the $6 million 
event at PGA National 

Reigning Masters champion 
Adam Scott of Australia, 
reigning British Opwn cham¬ 
pion Phil Mickelson and 
Northern Ireland stars F^ory 
Mcllroy and Graeme McDow¬ 
ell are also m the field at the 
first of four consecutive 
Florida stops on the US tour 
ahead of the year's first major, 
the Masters, m early April at 
Augusta National. 

"Once we get to Florida 
we're all thinking about it, on 
our way to Augusta," Woods 
said. 

“For most of the guys, this is 
like their prep to Augusta this 
week. The quality and the 
depth of the field has gotten so 
much better m recent years." 

Woods is already pondering 
how the 17th hole at Augusta 
Natianal will play now that tire 
huge century-old pine nick¬ 
named the Eisenhower Tree 



has been removed from die left 
side of the fairway following 
damage from an ice storm 

"I've hit it a few times. It's 
an icome landmark," Woods 
said. "I can't, say some of the 
guys are going to miss it, but 
there will be a difference, no 
doubt about it 

Woods, w r ho tees off from 
the lQth tee today in round one 
alongside 2QD7 Masters cham¬ 
pion Zach Johnson and JO 11 
PGA Championship winner 
Keegan Bradley, lives near 
enough to be able to sleep in 
lits own hed every night 

"I'm going home to my own 
home, my own remote (TV 
command), my own led -- 
tiro se are things we don't get to 
do very often," Woods said 
"Most golfers spend pretty 
much their entire career on the 
road." 


Woods will be making only 
his third start at the event, 
staged on a 7,241 -yard layout 
that has had tire toughest scor¬ 
ing in relation to par outside 
the majors, but one drenched 
by ram. 

"The fauways are a little bit. 
spotty with all the ram we've 
had," Woods said. "I didn’t ex¬ 
pect tire greens to be tins slow 
They have kept them slower 
than they normally are We're 
going to have to make a few 
adjustments there." 

Woods shared SGth at Toney 
Pmes and 41st at Dubai in Ins 
two pnor JO 14 stalls hr 16 of 
Ins 17 pro seasons. Woods has 
finished in the top six or better 
at least once in his first three 
starts to a year. 

But he does like the state of 
Ins swing 

"It feels good," Woods said 
after a Wednesday practice 
round "I was pleasantly sur- 
pnsed with how well I was hit¬ 
ting it" 

And while tire Masters is on 
Ins mind, Woods is more con¬ 
cerned ah Dut victory tins week 
than how well he is hitting the 
ball. 

“ If I Int it great and win i f I 
slap it all over the place and 
win, I win," he said "That's the 
intent." 


Football: Chelsea in pole position 
after Galatasaray draw 


ISTANBUL (AFP) - Chelsea 
have the upper hand in their 
Champions League last-id tie 
with Galatasaray after coming 
away from a testing environ¬ 
ment in Istanbul with a 1-1 
fi rs t-i e g draw a n We dir e s day 

The visitors led at half-time 
thanks to an early goal from 
Fernando Torres, but 
Galatasaray improved in the 
second half and restored parity 
after the hour mark when 
Cameroon defender Aurelien 
Chedjou found the net 

A draw was a fair re3 ection 
of die way the game went, but 
Chelsea will now hope to fin¬ 
ish the joh in the return at 
Stamford Bridge on March IS. 

Meanwhile, his opposite 
number Roberto Mancmi ad¬ 
mitted his team's second half 
display also gives them a 
chance 

"We played very well and 
I'm confident after the second 
half," he said. "Aftertins game 
we have a 4D percent chance 
to go through." 

Mourmho opted to select 
Torres in attack ahead of 
Samuel Eto'o m one of three 
changes to the team that beat 
Evert on at the weekend, with 


Ramires and Andre Sckuenle 
also coming in. 

It proved to be an excellent 
decision as it was Torres who 
finished off a clinical break¬ 
away to put the Blues in front 
with just nine minutes played,, 
giving Chelsea the lead they 
deserved as their hosts paid for 
a poor start. 

A lively Torres almost made 
it 2-0 for Chelsea in the 52nd 
minute, bursting through the 
middle of the home back line 
before seeing Ins shot turned 
b ehin d for a c ora er by 
Musi era 

However, Galatasaray fi¬ 
nally started to grow into the 
contest in the second halt the 


raucous crowd receiving a lift 
when Gary Cain 11 nearly 
turned the ball into Ins own net. 
after intercepting a Burak Til- 
max pass intended for Drogba 
The Ivorian striker almost 
created an equaliser against 
Ins old club in the 62nd 
minute, heading down a left- 
wing cross for Selcuk Inan, 
but the home captain some¬ 
how contrived to stab the ball 
against the post from a yard 
out. 

The Turkish champions were 
not to be denied a leveller 
three minutes later, though. 
Chedjou wriggling free of Ins 
marker to convert a Snetjder 
corner from point-blank range 


SUCCESS ISN'T 
GIVEN. 

rr'S EARNED. 

ON THE TRACK, ON THE FIELD, 
IN THE GYM. 

WITH BLOOD, SWEAT, 
AND THE OCCASIONAL TEAR. 



MllJ-Ji 


r 1-vCirlh 

V 


jin 




Ts\ MaIiaI 

XAftC of IhMa 

Authentic Indian Restauran 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:OQpm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5384494 


BRIEFS: 



Injured Russian skier has 'no feeling from 
waist down 1 


MOSCOW (AFP) - The Russian freestyle skier who was 
hospitalised after a serious accident at the Sochi Winter 
Olympic Games said Wednesday she has no feeling 
from the waist down. Maria Komissarova, 23, was flown 
to Germany for treatment for a fractured spine following 
a crash in training for the ski cross event at Sochi 2014, 
by far the worst accident of the Winter Games. She has 
undergone several operations in Russia and Germany 
after the accident but until now there had been no spe¬ 
cific information about her condition. However Komis¬ 
sarova revealed in a message on her Instagram account 
that she was currently paralysed from the waist down. pr l 
do not feel my body lower than my belly button,' 1 she 
wrote. "But I am strong and 1 know that some day 1 will 
definitely be on my feet again." 



Real Madrid demolish Schalke to ease 
towards last eight 

GELSENKIRCHEN (AFP) - Real Madrid turned in a din- 
ical away performance to thrash Schalke 04 6-1 and 
stand on the brink of the quarter-finals after their Cham¬ 
pions League last 16 first leg tie on Wednesday, French 
international Karim Benzema, Welshman Gareth Bale 
and Cristiano Ronaldo alt scored twice in a one-sided 
victory for Carlo Ancelotti’s men at the Veltins Arena. 
Dutchman Klaas-Jan Huntelaar picked up a last minute 
consolation goal for the Bundesliga outfit. The return 
leg of their last-16 tie now appears to be a formality for 
the nine-time champions at the Santiago Bemabeu on 
March 18. 
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weekends 


CLUB & CASINO 

Eagle Beach 
Tel: 66042 SI 


If it is a sport we win show it! 


GOLFsFive groups to follow at the 
2014 Honda Classic 


MBA: Felton will play 
for Knicks despite 
gun charges 



FLORIDA - The PGA Tour 
kicks off its Florida swing 
Today in Palm Beach Gardens 
for the Honda Classic Here 
are five groups to keep an eye 
on Thursday and Friday. 

1. Tiger Woods, Keegan 

Bradley Zach Jo 1mson -- Typ¬ 
ically people don't need much 
added incentive to follow 
Tiger. But Woods, who hasn't 
played since the Farmers In¬ 
surance Open, has never won 
the Honda Classic, nor has he 
won — a rarity given Woods' 
almost-universal success. 

Bradley and Johnson, tlie latter 
of whom started the season 
white hot, both lost m the first 
round of last week's WGC- Ac¬ 
centure Match Play Champi¬ 
onship 

2. Adam Scott, Rory Mcll- 
roy Billy Hors eke! -- Mcllroy 
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won this tournament two years 
ago, but he didn't give himself 
a chance to repeat, withdraw¬ 
ing after eight holes because 
his teeth hurt. Scott is back on 
the course after a six-week 
hiatus, while Horschel, too, 
looks to bounce back from a 
first round exit — albeit at the 
hands of eventual champion, 
JasDii Day — at last week's 
WGC-Accenture Match Play 
Championship 

3.Phil Mickelson, Graeme 
McDowell, Rickie Fowler -- 
Fowler hasn't exactly been a 
model of consistency, but he's 
played well lately and per¬ 
formed well historically in this 
tournament. McDowell, too, 
has played well at the Honda, 
while Mickelson, ironically, 
will be the one of these three 
with the least amount of expe¬ 
rience in tins event He hasn't 
played the Honda since '02. 


4 Henrik S tens on, Sergio 
Garcia, Luke Donald -- Don¬ 
ald won this event in 'DG, 
though h was played at a dif¬ 
ferent course. S tens on is look¬ 
ing to build on Ins FedEx Cup 
championship year of 2013, 
while we'll see if Garcia con¬ 
tinues his American goodwill 
tour after conceding a 17-foot 
putt to Rickie Fowler at last 
week's match play champi¬ 
onships 

5 Michael Thompson, Lee 
Westwood, Robert Allenby -- 
It may come as a surprise, but 
last year's winner at the Honda 
Classic came out of tins group, 
and it's not Westwood. Or A1- 
lenby. It's Thompson, wIid got 
his first and only PGA Tour 
win a year ago in this event 
As for Westwood, Thursday 
will mark just the second 
round he's played since firing 
his swing coach, Sean Foley 


NEW YORK (AFP) - New 
York Knicks guard Raymond 
Felton will play at reigning 
NBA champion Miami on 
Thursday despite lus arrest on 
gun charges, Knicks coach 
Mike Woodson said Wednes¬ 
day. 

Felton returned ta practice a 
day after being charged with 
criminal possession of a 
weapon and criminal posses¬ 
sion of a fire aim and posting 
$ 2 5, Q D 0 b ail A he aring will h e 
conducted June 2. 

Until then, Felton can travel 
and play with the Knicks as 
they try to climb into playoff 


INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) - In¬ 
diana's Paul George scored 2D 
points while contributing 
seven rebounds and six assists 
to spark the NBA-leading Pac¬ 
ers over the Los Angeles Lak¬ 
ers 113-98 on Tuesday 

Hie Pacers improved to 4 3- 
13, staying just ahead a f Okla¬ 
homa City (43-14) for the 
league's hest record, while die 
Lakers fell to 19-33, the worst 
mark in the Western Confer¬ 
ence. 

Evan Turner, making Ins In¬ 
diana debut after being ob¬ 
tained from Philadelphia at the 
NBA trade deadline, came off 
the bench to score 13 for die 
Pacers while Lance Stephen- 


position m die Eastern Confer¬ 
ence 

Felton, 29, thanked Ins 
teammates for their support 
and vowed not to speak about 
off-court matters. 

Woodson said he would sup¬ 
port Felton and that he knew 
little about the arrest, which 
police say stemmed from Ins 
estranged wife turning in a 
handgun to police 

At 21-3d, the Knicks are 5 
1/2 games behind Atlanta for 
the final Eastern Conference 
pi ay o ff b ertli Mi ami, 40-14, 
has the third-best record in die 
NBA. 


son added 13 points and nine 
reb Dunds for the winners. 

Kent Basemore scored a ca¬ 
reer-best 23 points in a losing 
cause as the Lakers lost, for the 
sixdi time in seven games. 

Indiana sw r ept the two -game 
season senes with the Lakers 
for the first time since the 
1991-92 campaign. 

Pau Gasol's jumper pulled 
the Lakers within 59-58 early 
in the third quarter but the 
Pacers followed with a 12-1 

11311 

George netted 12 of his 20 
points in the period and Indi¬ 
ana's 17-4 run to conclude the 
third quarter stretched die Pac¬ 
ers lead to 91-70 


Angels reel in Trout with 
record deal 

LOS ANGELES (AFPj-The 
Los Angeles Angels agreed 
to terms on a one-year deal 
worth $1 million with out¬ 
fielder Mike Trout on 
Wednesday whiletaEks con¬ 
tinue about a long-term 
Major League Baseball con¬ 
tract. The deal was the rich¬ 
est for a player who faces 
possible contract renewal 
but not arbitration, bettering 
the $900,000 given to Ryan 
Howard by Philadelphia in 
2007 and Albert Pujols by 
St Louis in 2003. The22-year-old American hit .323 with 
27 home runs and 97 runs batted in and was walked 110 
times last season but made only $510,000, making him 
one of baseball's best payroll bargains. In 2012 t Trout 
was the American League Rookie of the Year, batting 
.328 with 30 homers, S3 runs batted in and 49 stolen 
bases. The Angels did not want a long-term Trout deal 
counted toward their salary cap in 2014 in order to avoid 
a luxury tax payment, so the short-term deal likely sets 
the stage for a longer-term pact starting in 2015. 



George powers 
over Lakers 





















































Thursday, February 27 f 2014 


THE MORNING NEWS /SPORTS 


16 



Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 




5 pm 


8am 


Su 


and 


relay 


nimont 


01 






3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info(ij;goldcoastaniba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 * Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S, 1-866-978-5770 
www. gol deoasta r u ba.eo m 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,00 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1 f 650 


(bold (/O0A£ 

$ IVtalmok ■ Aruba 


Motorcycling: 
Bautista 
fastest In 
Sepang tost 

SEPANG (AFP) - Honda's 
Alvaro Bautista posted 
the fastest time on day 
one of a test session in 
Malaysia on Wednesday, 
as MotoGP world cham¬ 
pion Marc Marquez 
miss ed the practice with a 
broken leg. 

Honda rider Marquez 
had torn up the Sepang 
circuit at a test session 
earlier this month, top¬ 
ping the timesheets 
through all three days and 
signalling he plans a spir¬ 
ited defence of his crown 
this year. 

But the Spanish rider is 
expected to be out of ac¬ 
tion for a few weeks after 
breaking his leg during a 
dirt-track training session 
in his home country last 
week. 

His compatriot Bautista 
topped the timesheet in 2 
minutes 00.848 seconds 
on Wednesday, while fel¬ 
low Spaniard Aleix Espar- 
garo on a Yamaha was 
second fastest at 
2:00.900. 

Spanish MotoGP rookie 
Pol Espargaro, the 
younger brother of Aleix, 
was third quickest, 0.151 
seconds off the pace. 
Italy's Andrea Dovizioso 
on a Oucati was fourth. 

Riders, however, com¬ 
plained of a dusty track 
and poor tyre traction 
which meant they were 
unable to get close to the 
track record set three 
weeks ago by Marquez, 

The current session 
ends on Friday. 

A three-day session fol¬ 
lows at Phillip Island from 
March 3, followed by an¬ 
other at Qatar's Losail cir¬ 
cuit before the new 
season kicks off at Losail 
on March 23. 


Sport: Bolt, Williams 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) - 
Jamaican sprint ace Us an Bolt 
lias been nominated for what 
would be a record fourth Lau- 
reus Award, while US tennis 
player Serena Williams is also 
in the star-studded short-list, 
organisers said Wednesday. 

Joining Bolt as nominees 
for the prestigious "Laureus 
World Sportsman of the Year 
Award" are British distance 
runner Mo Far ah, US basket¬ 
ball star LeBron James, tennis 
ace Rafael Nadal of Spam, 
Portu gu e s e fa otb all pi ay er 
Cnstiano Ronaldo and Ger¬ 


man Formula One champion 
Sebastian Vettel 

Bolt has previously wan a 
Laureus award in GO09, 20 10 
and 2013. 

Besides Williams, the "Lau¬ 
reus World Sportswoman of 
the Year" could go to German 
football player Nadine An¬ 
ger er, US swimmer Missy 
Fr ankl in, J amai can sp tint er 
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pry ce, pole 
vaulter Yelena Ismbayeva of 
Russia or Slovenian skier Tma 
Maze. 

US golfer Tiger Woods has 


in running 



for Laureus honours 


been nominated for "Laureus 
World Comeback of the Year - , 
together with Brazilian foot¬ 
baller Ronaldmho, Nadal, 
Ismbayeva and two others 

Tins year’s award ceremony 
will take place m the 
Malaysian capital Kuala 
Lumpur on March 2d, after or¬ 
ganisers shifted it from Rio De 
Janeiro, which hosted it m 
2013 

The ceremony became the 
second international spart- 
lmked event m recent mouths 
to relocate due to Brazilian au¬ 


thorities* fears over potential 
protests against public spend¬ 
ing on sports events 

Brazil will stage football s 
World Cup tins summer, while 
Rid de Janeiro hosts the 201 6 
Olympics. 

The winners of the awards 
are chosen by the Laureus 
World Sports Academy, whose 
jury is made up of 4d sports 
stars. 

Bolt won the male award 
last year, his third win, while 
British athletics queen Jessica 
Emus won the top prize m the 
women's category 




























